Hello and welcome to the Alesisburn Manual by Dan McRae

I bring great news to you in that you will never have to wait for a MIDI download to burn your Flash card again!  All you need is:

· Sound Bridge 3.0

· Alesisburn.zip

· AMD C/D Series Compatable Linear Flash Card

· PCIC Standard PC Card Slot.  

Here are the steps:

Change your config.sys file.  Here is a copy of mine:

DEVICE=C:\WINDOWS\setver.exe

DEVICE=C:\WINDOWS\HIMEM.SYS

DEVICE=C:\WINDOWS\EMM386.EXE NOEMS X=D000-DFFF

DOS=HIGH

[common]

Note the 3rd line – EMM386.EXE.  This must be so otherwise EMBED will not work after address C000!!!  I’ve seen no degradation in speed or performance since making this change.  All this line does is reserve memory address space to EMBED.

After the config.sys change is made the PC must be rebooted to take affect.  Look to the “Embed User’s Guide” pdf for details if you run into problems.

Enable the card for transfer (only needed to do once for the lifetime of the card)

1. Insert your flash card into a PC Card Slot (either 0 or 1)

2. Tell Windows to ignore any drivers if it detects it. 

3. Run C:\unzipped\alesisburn>writezip.exe.    //self extracting file

4. Run C:\unzipped\alesisburn>writeis.exe    

5. Choose which slot (0 or 1 and enter).  

6. Choose 'x' and enter twice.  //determines which AMD flash card

A successful go at it:

Card selected: (null) in slot 0

In default.

                Proper Card/Attribute Information Structure is loaded.

Ready the Soundbridge image file 

1. Open a project in Soundbridge 3.0

2. Choose Project->Create image file
3. Put the file in the same directory as Alesisburn

4. Hit enter to create the .img file

5. Erase the flash card.

I don’t have to give you a successful go because otherwise you wouldn’t be here.  Embed also erases the flash card but the synth is much faster. Make sure you set the memory size in Sound Bridge to format the whole card.

Execute the swap utility

1. run C:\unzipped\alesisburn>swap.exe.  The symantics are:

C:\unzipped\alesisburn>swap source.img destination.bin


source.img = the image file created by Soundbridge 3.0


destination.bin = the binary file which will be burned to flash

an example:  

Microsoft(R) Windows 98

   (C)Copyright Microsoft Corp 1981-1999.

C:\unzipped\alesisburn>swap test.img test.bin

C:\unzipped\alesisburn>

note: the destination file must be a .bin fileto work correctly.

also note: The destination file must be less than 8 characters long.  

This program swaps the bytes from Intel ‘little endian’ format to Motorola ‘high endian’ format.  This good little utility will transform any file not just Sound Bridge images.  Can you say Unix Sun Sparc to Intel?   

Burn the file to the flash card

1. run C:\unzipped\alesisburn>embed.exe
2. Choose slot number (0 or 1 then enter).

3. Choose 'f' and 'x' then enter.  //determines which AMD flash card

4. Choose 'p' and ‘filename.bin’ and '0' and enter.

5. When finished, place it in the Alesis flash card slot and go.  

A successful write:

Please enter Letter of needed selection: p

Please enter file name:test.bin

File is test.bin

Please enter the appropriate address to program: 0

        Write Passed. Hit any key to continue.

Hit Return to Continue.

note: Alesis Flash Card Slots are hot swappable!!! No reboot is required!!!

also note: May have to adjust the tuning of the Alesis unit.  

Embed and Writeis are utilities which AMD wrote and I claim no responsibility from any damages that might occur.  Fortunately, I have not witnessed any damages myself.   

This concludes the Alesisburn Manual.  I hope this procedure I concocted is as worth it for you as it is for me.  Personally, I have two bands and only one flash card.  One of my bands plays covers in which I sample a few strange sounds for live performances.  My other band is original in which I use sequences and sampled drum loops.  With this procedure I can change the personality of my flash card on the fly. Heck, I can even bring my laptop to the show and change the card between sets.  If you are inclined to give appraisal, complain, or have a ‘how do I’ question (hopefully not the second) you may email me at zxt@netzero.net.  My list of equipment:

· Alesis QSR Synth

· Windows 98 Second Edition

· Linksys PC Card Controller

· Pretec 8MB Flash Card 

